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NEVJ $2 DUCK SIW ‘IO AID CONSEZVATION 

“Duck etamp$’ required by law to be used by migratory waterfowl hunters over 

16 years of age, will co St $2 this year under the terms of the Johnson-Thompson 

Duck St&q Bill which was passed in the 81st Congress. The “duck stamp” has been 

sold for $1 since the law was first passed in 1934. 

Ache Department of the Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service anticipates that 
the sale of stamps will exceed 2,000,000, last ,year's record figure. tie %rviC@ 
urges duck hunters to buy stamps at local post offices as soon as they are put on 
sale. No definite date for the issuance of the stamps has been set, but it is 
expected that they will go on sale in three weeks or a month. 

The additional money obtained from the increased price will @  to off set 
rising costs encountered by the Fish and Wildlife Service in its efforts to expand 
the important work on the conservation of wa.terfowl. Ten per cent of the money 
secured from the sale of the stwnps will be used principally for enforcement, the 
rrost important phase of waterfowl- conservation. This limitation continues budget- 
ary restrictions on game law enforcement, tiich have been in effect for soLme time. 
Rising costs of equipment, such as ‘boats, qutowbiles md sidenrms, necosswv in 
the conservation program, will limit the number of new enforcement agents that can 
be assigned to field work. A few land negotiators and engineers will be added to 
the present staff. 

Addi tiondl revenues, however, will permit the Service to complete development 
work on existing refuges end to acquire critical areas along the importent flywass. 
lieh&ilitation kork on refuge structures, in many cases delayed by the wsr, will be 
the first step in the program. Irrprover,%nts of ereas already under government 
ownership will provide additional food ;u?d protection for ducks md geese. Devel- 
opment work is only partially completed on many existing refllges and on recently 
acquired areas, work has not been started. 

Purchase and development work to close .gps in the chein of refuges along 
flyways will be al so undertaken. At present there are no Federal. refuges in 
Indiana, Ohio, Kansas, Wyoming or Colorado. 

Waterfowl refuges are an adv?atage to the hunter as well as to the birds. 
?he good feeding conditions end places to rest not only are essential to the wel- 
fare of the waterfowl, but hold the flocks in the vicinity longer so that shooting 
is improved over a longer period, Furthermore, the birds are benefited by being 
held over as it prevents their concentration too soon in southern feeding areas. 



The! new izaembmt to the duck &mp bill will permit the opening of not mm * 
thaw 25 WWZit ‘of the new3.y -red areas to huatin~--at the disc~tj.on of the 
ScretWy of the InteWz-+&en duck populations are at faoor&le levefs. 
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